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Blacksmith Interview: By Vince Nakovics

I discovered Paula and L ar rthyerelodeaan abnr@lancesfi skilldlowng fron avery maged f oun
and that was before | realized it was a for real blacksmith site! The work they do is very inspirational and well worth
taking the time to take a look.

Paula & Larry Jensen
Earth Eagle Forge
Guthrie, MN

www.eartheagleforge.com

TheBeginning: Larryos first experience was when he was &
bl acksmith Fred Buness poundi n g ncewas waichirgWarrgds a laobby .

bl acksmith in our garage. Then trying it and fe
TheCalling: Larry still works his O6day job6é as a mechar
plantBut he wor ks with me when |1 6m in need of helop

that we get are discussed on the best possible procedure to accomplish the tasks at hand.

Paula:l t hadndét occurred t oblackemith. Beng a full tinveoauist das &veays deeri u
my goal . It was Larryébés prompting and his will .|
patience!!) that finally convinced me that this was the route to take. Thankfully by prattisicgaft, my

scrap pile gets smaller every year.

Larry has worked in fab shops and repair shops most of his adult life. He attended vocational school for
welding after high school in 1964. Larry has been interested in blacksmithing for aboutasslondy e 6 s wo
with metal.

The fine arts have been fRaula) nt er est . | 6ve sketched and pain
for fine arts. This is where Larry and | met. Painting and such takes a back seat to the blacksmitling at thi
point, but I still try to keep doing it. |1 am an artist who uses blacksmithing methods to produce my art.

Traditonalvs. _modem: Bot h Larry and | feel that | earning th
important. This is where most of thederstanding takes place for metal forming. Modern methods are a way
of speeding things up economically as far as run

compromised and that whichever method produces the best results is wihditghosed. Quality first,
economics second.

TheTools: Larry: @AMy favorite tool(s) is which ever t
trying to achieve. 0 The anvi |l t hat we folbeuvetythingu s e
webve produced up to this point.

Paul a: AMy favorite hand held hammelrdmsglwe Swierdg
mostly | wuse a power hammer. (50l b | italk el gwamtt),)
the tool I 61 1 use.

Starting Out & Whatyougetout: L ar r y: AAny smith starting out wou

procedures; drawing out, upsetting, tapering, hammer contrphating said thathe Snith canthen spend the
rest of their liveexploring the possibilities that metals hold. The more skills and knowledge that a smith


http://www.eartheagleforge.com/

acquires the easier it is to understand how different designs can be accomplished. It is the combining of the
of different techniquesthaigv es t he smith the O6keysd that open t
ABl acksmithing affords the smith input at all/l I

Paul a: APatience!l Dondt gi ve epipce dnd yoWeekreallyyaod 6 v
about it; remember, you can do better. It is important to look back on every project with a certain amount of
pride, but to always revaluate what could have been done differently that would have made the piece better.
Then file it in your memory bank for the next pr
ASatisfaction on all |l evel s, it 1Is pure joy to s
pleasure to see clients faces when their commissioned piece is presented to them. Bhahen it truly is

Opawyod.
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Adam Thoroughgood House : on April 18" Mike Lambiase, Tom Herendeen and nyself (Vince Nakovics)

met and conducted a one day demonstration here. We had beautiful weather and what appeared to be a fairly good

crowd. Mike and Tom did most of the crowd control, whilst | toiled at the forge. Hahah a. Not really, it turned out to be a

slow day and since none of us had basically ever done this demo, we enjoyed the learning curve. We did manage to sell a

few items regardless of our outback location. Our location was due to a misunderstanding between us and ATH. We

would have done much better had we been up front closer to the action oftheday. That 6 s wher e | am t ol
located in the past and we usually do fairly well at this event. Oh well. We three had a nice day under a great tree

providing us ample shade and an occasional visitor for us to chat with. There is always next tim e! Practice! Practice!

Hahaha.

Darn edest Thing_: Me and a friend of mine got together the other day to make some gum tree leaves for the

Australian Tree Project. | have some tent stakes that have been around for about 3 years now, most of the time in my

shed, sometimes outside for one reason or another. Not a drop of rust on them. | even touched them against a magnet

that | have on my anvil. Well now these stakes work | ike butter at a nice orange heat, give off a fine stream of sparks on

a grinder, they even |l ook |ike stainless steel. Well as yo
magnet and tested it out on them and lo and behold! Sticko Holdo! We had to pry that magnet off the stake! So here |

am wondering what the heck is going on, all this time | was sure they were stainless. | have not have the pleasure of this
experience up to this point that one hsidebfthehagretworesgustdkeit wo u |
did when | put it on my anvil, say only 4 years ago. The other side has zilch, nada, no magnetism what so ever. Anybody

else ever have that happen to them. | guess | have lived a sheltered life at least to me it was th e Darnedest Thing!

lllinois Blacksmith Hammer In Info:

This is to inform you of two events that will take place in Pontiac Ill. The first is the annual IVBA
Conference. This will be held June 12th-14th 2009. This year, since the URMBC is to be held July
17th -19th, The demonstrators will be IVBA members. Demonstrations will include fielding questions
on blacksmithing techniques. John Lovin and Augie Schmidtt will conduct this demonstration. Gary
Jameson will cover art principles as they apply to blacksmithing and Clifton Ralph and Steve Parker
will give tips and technigues on the power hammer. More information may be found on the IVBA
website www.illinoisblacksmiths.orq .

More information on the UMRBC conference may be found at www.umrbc.org . The UMRBC is an
event sponsored by the Indiana Blacksmiths Association, Upper Midwest Blacksmith Association, and
lllinois Valley Blacksmith Association. Each of these clubs will sponsor a top quality demonstrator.
As is customary with blacksmithing events tailgating is welcome.

If it is possible for you to disseminate this information to your members | would be appreciative. You
are all welcome and | can assure you of a good time of learning and fellowship.

Thank You for you time and effort

Tom Schertz


http://www.illinoisblacksmiths.org/
http://www.umrbc.org/

IVBA President

Apr i | ©0s TohEeenbedn (MPYfilled in for Travis Covington (P) as he was unable to attend. On a sad note

l ong ti me member Tony Pirroneéb6és wife Marie Francis passed
her name. Adam Thoroughgood House (ATH) Demo went fairly well. Items that were selling during that event we re

crosses and steak turners (the RR spike type). Since we know that crosses sell it would be appreciated if someone would
donate some more cross blanks of any size for future demos. Thanks in advance.

The Elizabeth City, NC, Heritage Days event schedule for May has been moved to August 2™ & 3", and will be on the
big parking lot near the center of town. It will be a little hotter then so bring plenty of water and maybe Vince Parrish wil |
bring his fan to help cool the day. Francis Land House demos, of which we have four remaining, we could use some plant
stakes, cheese slicers and bottle openers as well as all the other previously discussed items. There was a discussion about
classes and about those members who have a particular talent or two.

It was bantered about maybe holding several one day classes or even half day classes to allow more members with a
talent to hold one. The cost of these classes, if any, will be based on the skill being taught. For openers there was a
request for a show of hands of the eighteen members present, who might be interested in taking a broom making class
with Mike Keeney. About nine put up their hands. Rusty Heeley has also offered up his leather working class, this class is
pricey, but that és buenl ased IEyowafe intefested in any of thes& dlassesysend Tom Herendeen

or Tim Edney an email, or give them a call. June will be o
day so make somet hi ng vy o urtlikdfardrononrthe Blai! e is a demd a ATH 51 Jumd agch
items with Fatherdés in mind would be good to have on hand.

Pete Ciula is downsizing his shop for a while and has some stuff to sell off, give him a call and see if he has something
you need or can use.

Steve LaPaugh went over the accounts and all are in order. If you need more details email Steve for a spread sheet. All
in all it was a very productive meeting and everyone in attendance had a good time. Last and Not least Anne Roche was
presented with her Beginner Blacksmith Certificate by our Training Coordinator Tim Edney, Well Done Anne!

S
Tom Herendeen '

Mike Lambiase,
Anne Roche
work while Jon
and Tim look on.




