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Presidents Message JAN 2009  
          2008 has been an experience. Weõve had our share of ups and downs. I would like to thank 

everyone for the opportunity to lead TBG and say thanks for all the help. The outgoing board 

members deserve a big round of applause for their service.  Together we have accomplished a 

lot. We have our forge  up and running again. We will have classes regularly in 2009. We have had 

regular demos and will have more in the future.  

         I want to welcome the new board. Iõm sure we will accomplish many things and have fun 

doing it. We still have a lot of work ahead, but Iõm sure this group can handle it. Anyone who has 

suggestions or ideas, feel free to contact one of us. I personally appreciate any input. I am 

always as close as a phone or computer. Send me you pictures let everyone see your work. The 

memberõs gallery has lots of room.      

       We have a lot of newer members who can use our help and advice. If you see someone 

struggling to do something jump in and help. We will be asking people to help with classes so 

contact Joe if you can help. Also some o f our older members donõt have their beginners yet, I 

know youõre capable. (Hint!!)  

      May 2009 be the best year yet!  

Travis    

December Holiday Meeting: 

   Now on Annie (Roche), Bear (Short), Dianne (deBeixedon), Lemuel (Brown), Mike (Lambiase), on 
with you to guide th e Guild a new! John Elliot was there with his truck full of goodies and good cheer  
of Blacksmith Supply you know my deer. New members and old mingled and jingled tidings of good 
cheer for all. That Paula and Steve made quite the pair, hosting us all, never minding the mess! Iron 
in the Hat had so many hand forged items the elves couldnôt keep track of them all, so to all who  
forged and to all who contributed the other trinkets that blacksmiths snuggle down to dream about, 
THANK YOU ALL!!!!! Wishing you all Happy New Year.  

 

Joeôs Happy! 

 

Steve & Paula have a warm 

place for us to gather. 
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It was announced that we would be getting a generator to run our forges and equipment until we find a 

permanent home for TBG. Classes will be scheduled and of course our meetings will be announced. If you 

didnôt attend this meeting you really did miss ñThe Best Iron in the Hat Everò, so far! Congratulations to our 

new board members and we all look forward to a year of forging and camaraderie. 

 



Paul Kelleher, http://www.cowboyblacksmith.com  , is a truly unique blacksmith who fo rges spurs that are, well as 

fine as a piece of jewelry. Whatôs even more unique is that he is forging his beautiful work in that Great State of New 
Hampshire! I asked Paul how he became involved in Blacksmithing Spurs since N.H. isnôt exactly known for having a large 

cowboy population and he related the following:  
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Paul presenting a Blanchard style pair of spurs to PBR Champ                              John Wayne style spurs 

 

       I got hooked on making spurs when I was gifted a pair from my friend Joe. I put them on my boots and 

I was hooked-something clicked right away and it wasn't only the sound of the spurs. Having now become 

fascinated with spurs, while watching a Tom Selleck movie "Monte Walsh" I spotted a pair worn on his 

boots in the movie that I freeze framed the stills of-they were old, beautiful, and something I never saw 

before. A little internet research and I was introduced to McChesney, the "grandfather of the Texas spur". 

His work selling on eBay was way too expensive to buy so maybe I thought I could make a pair. Seeing 

what all of the old time spur makers did even back then only fueled my passion for wanting to know more 

     As luck would have it a woman at work got me into a great blacksmith apprenticeship (all free mind you) 

and I was off and running from my first lesson on-even made a forge from scrap yard metal and three days 

later pounding away in my own back yard. A video on how to make spurs by Bruce Cheaney jumped started 

the essentials and the rest was all self taught with loads of passion and drive-not to mention the thrill of 

actually succeeding in making a pair that were in their own right-first pair or not-good spurs! The parting 

words in the Cheaney video were "you can do whatever you set your mind to" and I heeded that advice well, 

though I admit it seemed a very daunting and overwhelming task in éé the beginning. 

       Heating a piece of found steel in the coals of my wood stove and splitting it down the middle on my 

concrete basement floor with an axe to make a spur was my first dive into blacksmithing-it worked and I 

was hooked! Forging ñSò hooks at the anvil was my first ñofficialò lesson and the reverse curve, symmetry, 

and techniques learned have applied themselves in countless ways since. Truly a valuable and insightful first 

lesson! 

      My passion and desire to know how to make a set of spurs after having been gifted a pair drove me to 

seek out a blacksmith apprenticeship, and one I am grateful to have been given the opportunity for.  After 

having seen there is money to be had as a blacksmith, as well as feeling burnt out and a lack of appreciation 

at my former pottery job, it was an easy decision to make; become a full time blacksmith. Devoting 100% of 

my time to the craft resulted in skill levels and ideas at a rate no part time endeavor could accomplish. 

       My blacksmith instructor Clayton Shibles of NH is a fifth generation blacksmith and taught me ñold 

schoolò, I am grateful for that. A solid traditional foundation is integral to any serious blacksmith career. 


