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ABANA Affiliate Liaison Letter: What is ABANA and what can it do for us? 1/28/2009

ABANA is the Artist Blacksmith Association of North America. It is an organization that helps unitebéatiksmiths from over 75 affiliated groups in the
United States and other countries.

ABANA is an important resource for a wealthof artist-blacksmithing information from around the world . This information is passed on to its members via
its two quarterly publication§ h e A n v _iwhidh presenits fiegture articles on many blacksmithing topics, affiliate news and many othes anbij¢ue
Ha mme r 6 whiclBfeatures technical tips and techniques for the amateur and professional smiths.

ABANA has a very extensive and usually current web sitdn addition to being an information resource, the web site allows affiliates and ABAN®beng to
post a link to their own web sites and to post annotaisaseapemdtlse publicartdhasi r c o
been very effective in reaching and educating the general public about whatstHaaatismith can do.

ABANA is planning to resume its biennial national conference in June 2010 with a grand effortit will be a gathering of international artistacksmiths from
around the world with a sharing of their ideas and techniques. Coineidinthe conference is a National Ornamental Metal Museum international contemporary
blacksmithing exhibit which will tour the US for two years after the conference.

ABANAGs Schol aprevides finankial asgstanceto its members for educatissrishops or for extended study such as journeyman programs.
ABANAGs Aff il i atprevid&iirmamcial suppor tg ABANA Affiliates sponsoring a visiting artist for educational conferences or workshops.
ABANA members receive a 5 to 10% discounivhen shopping with blacksmith merchants supporting ABANA.

ABANA members can obtain affordable health insurance through Transamerica and Amerits; including limited medical andlisabdits] dental and vision
coverageA

These are but a few of the beiteABANA offers blacksmiths ABANA is continually seeking ways to benefit its membershi such as in obtaining affordable
health insurance for the sefmployed smith or for the recently layed off hobbyist who could not afford a COBRA or private irsplamc ABANA is also
working to soon have catastrophic medical and property and causality insurance available to members.

The economy right now is terrifying and it is predicted to get worse before it recovers. And it will recover, howewuer foillioms of good workers have lost

their jobs and many companies have shut their pl antes ochoowry 6pse roma n eorotkl yb.e er
the middle of all this mess are professional smiths whowretng hard t o make a decent |iving from an honest
unemployed because of plant closings, who are doing all they can to survive and turn their hobby into a fledging bugétebsoagth these rough times. And

they can do it. For, unl i kbiacksmithing community bas theerpsouecas auid metworking@vhitalyledts help themisiedessfully
compete in todayds turbulent business worl d. And ABANA with its affilia

Someof our affiliates have been around a long time. Some of them were formed as local chapters of ABANA soon after ABANAedas/i&il, they have

grown up. They are big boys now and no longer need the guidance and the direction and the assistapegeaftthAnd they really have done a great job of it.

They have extensive workshops, great grant and scholarship programs, sponsor and proriddelatisth exhibits, coordinate extensive demonstrations and
conferences and the list goes on. ABAIAa very proud parent, and | am sure our founding fathers would heartily agree. As in any family, we have had our

di sagreements and conflicts, but we are all part of the family of blacks

ABANA was begun many years ago witgathering of blacksmiths to share ideas and methods. Demonstrate one and learn a dozen more. This marvelous method
of sharing of knowledge was carried to Europe by British and German smiths and has since spread over the world. Atdhef SBAMA, Dimitri Gerakaris
said AOur task is great and so is our joyo. And the joy of a proud pare

If you are a member of ABANA, we thank you.

If you are going to become a member of ABANA, we welcome you.

If blacksmithing § important to you but what ABANA can do for you is not enough, will you become an ABANA member for what ABANA can do for
blacksmithing?

Bruce Woodward
ABANA Affiliate Relations Committee Chair
woodwardionl@roadrunner.com

ABANA News:

Wayne Coe has retired from the ABANA Board of Directors, but not from blacksmithing. His white hat, mischievous grimamdavoyer wit will be found at
smithing events for a long time to come.

We welcome LenLedenad Lance Davis as new members of ABANAO6s Board of Dimectors.
Saliba. Lance, from Jonesborough, Tennessee, will fill the seat vacated by Wayne Coe.



mailto:woodwardiron1@roadrunner.com

Interview with a Blacksmith: by Vince Nakovics

Ti m Ci s ne wons.theforgemorgsicanmmught my eye and | found the work on his site to be truly
inspiring. So much of it appeals to my personal favorite thing about blacksngithiin To make a si m

complex and a complex design simpled, so | guess
Cisneros has given several extensive interviews for Anvil Magazine and revels quite a bit about himself on his
websitewhi ch we hope that you will wvisit, enjoy and
going to cover how Tim got interested in Bl acksmi

Modern Techni qgues 0. ofThe §drge Works,d&San Filancisco, CA.s her 0 s

A man who works with his hands is a laborer. A man who works with his hands and his brain is a
craftsman. A man who works with his hands, brains, and heartis an artsan St . Francis of

| hadstarted college at Akron UnlverS|ty in Akron Ohi@ne of my first classes wagetalsmithing in the
) j ewelry Dept. My teacher one
should try Blacksmithing, yo
'~ sure if it was a compliment or nas jewelry is generally not
HAMMERED on. The next summer | went to the Eastern
- school of Horseshoeing in Martinsville VAt the time |
'didnét really know the diffe
and Horseshoeing so off | went to become a Fartispent
20years horseshoeing around the country, finally ending up
in Northern Ca.l always had an interest in metalsmithing
though and played around with it as more of a hobby than
anything else.The moment of revelation came from a visit
= to a Blacksmith shop iBan Francisco in 199Frank
. Trousil and Jim Austin had a shop which | stumbled across
: by accident.l had never seen a power hammer and when |
Forging with the Nazel 3B. Manufactured 1913. saw these guys using a Nazel 3B | was totally amazed!
Wow, | had never seen anything like it, the power and its ability to move metal just blew mylwiasl so
intrigued by this experience that | started to look into how to get one of these machines and really start
Blacksmithing. | had wanted to retiredm Horseshoeing anyway as my body was starting to show signs of
breakdown I.E. hips hurting constantly, neck pain, lower back pain, knees.....just basically sore eveSwhere.
in 1998 | Aretiredo from Hor s elbehrest s histogg .astheysayt ar t e d

Share your knowledge; it oOBalahamaay to achie

Eagle Sculpture

Fireplace Tree and Tool Handleg
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There is often much discussion about traditional methods versus modern sreatddtie merits that go with
both. How do you, personally define the difference?

When Edgar Brandt started to use the-axgtylengorch for his work in the 1920's he was vilified by his
contemporaries for using "ndraditional” methodsDo anyof us believe his work should not be included in
the historical record of ornamental ironwork because he used tordhebelief is that whatever equipment is
used is not the point of good design and craftsmansiipen | use a mig welder | "finish" tiveelds so that
they are not visiblelsn't that what a forge weld isBometimes a forge weld would not even be possible in an
area of a gate without lifting it into position over an open folgdon't have 8 guys working for me in the shop
to control apiece that large. What do you think a smith in the 1700's would have given for a mig welder?
Probably his firsthorn son!| can talk at length about this but hopefully I've made my pdins an argument
that I'm sure won't ever go away but I'm in Business to try to make a living, I'm not a "hobby" smith.
Technology is there to improve our lives and make it ea¥ikuld you give up your forklift because it's not
"traditional"? How about your pickup truck?

One more thing Tim you went orirgp to Czech Republic in 2007,
what did you find there?

The Czech trip was a life changing event for me. The creativity
of the European smith's was amazing. It changed the way I look at a
piece of raw iron bar. | was fortunate enough to meeeAlfr
Haberman and stayed at his son's Freddy's "SniitHiie-forest"
overnight before the conference at Helfstyn Castle.
Since this interview is about Tim Cisneros, check out his website
where he has a photo album displaying the Czech work,
www.theforgeworks.com

Gate ScrolDrawing
Genesis

The finished Gate
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January Meeting: <RX PLVVHG D JRRG RQH LI \RX ZHUHQ-W WKHUH 7UDYLV Z
today and well that means he had a lot to do with a little time to do it in. Additionally Joe Gentile was conducting the
%HJIJLQQHU:-V &O Diadvo vdpatityy Webad ah excellent Iron in the Hat with a lot of hand forged items. We

really do appreciate the time and effort to make, donate and/or participate in IITH. Travis demonstrated a good

item for field demos; a Steer Head hook. With some practice this was a fast method that would not lose the interest

of you audience as they can see you make one from start to finish in 202 PLOQXWHY 2ND\ WKDW -V VO
our more accomplished members, but you can do it faster with practice and hopefully your audience will be so
enchanted that they will not mind making a big donation to our guild, yahoo!!! Mary Hanson was kind enough to
VXPPLW VRPH H[FHOOHQW SKRWRV RI RXU EHIJLQQHU:-V FODVV ZKLFK DO
attendance in one form or another, Thanks Mary!

Remember that there is a class by Nathan Walker of Colonial Williamsburg available for $50 on Feb 2" and
will be a project to be determined by Nathan using basic skills with an emphasis on hand control. You must
be beginner certified to participate. Space is limited so Contact Travis Covington soon.
, FDQ DWWHVW WR 1DWKDQfV VNLOO DQG FUDIWVPDQVKLS DQG HQF
not be disappointed.



